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This	
  lesson	
  allows	
  students	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  their	
  map	
  skills.	
  They	
  will	
  use	
  
Manhattan	
  as	
  the	
  focal	
  point	
  and	
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  why	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  landscape	
  
have	
  occurred.	
  They	
  will	
  better	
  understand	
  how	
  the	
  land	
  changes	
  impacts	
  
society.	
  Students	
  will	
  be	
  using	
  technology	
  throughout	
  the	
  lesson.	
  

Hudson River then and Now
Name: Patricia King
Course: Applied Technology – GPS and Mapping Module
Grade Level: 7th and 8th Grade
Rationale:
To increase mapping skills and explain why changes in the Manhattan
landscape has changed.
Essential Questions:
• What reasons would Manhattan have been filled in to create more land?
• What are some of consequences to these actions?
• How has culture dictated the land?
Objectives: Upon Completion of this lesson or unit, students will be able
to ..
Students will identify different ecological communities that existed in
lower Manhattan in 1609 and today.
Materials:
• Google Earth
• Base Map
• Lower Mannahatta Ecological Communities
• Question sheet
Procedure:
1. Students will read and discuss New York City in 1609 using this link
as a guide http://welikia.org/explore/mannahatta-map/
2. Pass out Base Map, Map of Lower Mannahatta, and student
directions/question sheet
3. Explain how to read and compare maps
4. Students will answer questions based on the maps and Google Earth

Assessment: Students will work in groups of 2 to compete these tasks.
Written answers will be graded and students will demonstrate their Lower
Manhattan tours.

1 Describe what Henry Hudson
would have seen as he came
down the Hudson River. Use
the Lower Manhattan Map key to
help you describe this. Write
as if you were Henry writing
in his journal.
2 Name 4 intersections on the
East side of Manhattan that
would not existed in 1609.
What type of ecological
community were they in 1609?
3 Go to Google Earth. Fly
around lower Manhattan today.
Using the street view,
describe what you see.
Describe it as someone seeing
the city for the first time.
4 How is Lower Manhattan
different today than it was in
1609.
5 Why do you think the people of
New York filled in part of the
water to create more land in
Manhattan? List at least 4 of
your ideas and support your
reason.
6 Go back to Google Earth and
create a tour using the tour
feature to outline the 1609
Manhattan shoreline

