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Heading: The Caney River and Bartlesville, Oklahoma (1-3 days Lesson Plan)
Name: Dan Close
Course: American History
Grade Level: 10-12
Rationale: This lesson will provide the students with an understanding of, and greater
appreciation for, the Caney River and its' role in the development of the town of
Bartlesville. Bartlesville is the much larger town very close to the town of Dewey, where
I teach.
Essential Questions: What are the basic geographical facts about the Caney River?
What role did the Caney River play in the early settlers' decision to settle in the area?
What made a river like the Caney so important to people in the late 1800s? What type
of development has occurred in the horseshoe area of the Caney? What is Bartlesville's
relationship to the Caney River today? Has this relationship diminished over time, and if
so, why? What would an early Caney River settler's impressions of the River and the
River community be over the length of a lifetime spent along the River?
Objectives: Upon completion of this lesson, sutdents will be knowledgeable about the
Caney River's geography, be able to identify historic locations along the Caney's
horseshoe bend in Bartlesville, understand the importance of the River in the
development of the town, and appreciate more fully the significance of the Caney River
and its' role in the history of the area.
Materials: Smartboard and projector, photo from Google Earth
(http://www.google.com/earth/index.html), or map of Caney River horseshoe, historic
photos and small copies of them, tape, glue.
Procedure:1. Using the Smartboard and Google Earth on my computer, I will provide
the students with the basic geographical facts about the Caney while showing them the
satellite view of the river. 2. I will then zoom in on the Caney as it meanders through
Bartlesville, focusing on the horseshoe bend area. 3. Share with students the early
settlers' decision to build a sawmill, trading post, and grist mill on that part of the river,
show them old photos, and explain the importance of these establishments to people at
this time. 4. Share other old photos from this part of the river, such as bridges,
swimming areas, the rock dam, etc. 5. Students will then be given an overhead view
(either printed from Google Earth or a drawn map) of the horseshoe bend area, as well
as small photos of some of the historic sites discussed. They are to then secure the
small historic photo with tape or glue to the correct spot on the photo/map of the river's
horseshoe. They are to label each photo as they place it on the river photo. 6. Students
will then assume the role of an early settler along the Caney, one who has lived their
entire life there. This settler is now elderly, and is reflecting on their life along the
horseshoe of the Caney. They are to write an essay in the role of this settler, titled "70
years along the Caney."
Assessment: Students' understanding of this lesson's objectives will be based on the
accuracy of their placement of the small photos on the larger river photo, as well as on
the content and creativity of their "70 years along the Caney" essay. Their
understanding and appreciation for the River will be evidenced by how accurate,
realistic, and creative they are in the role of the settler whose entire life has been spent
along the Caney River.

