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Summary:	
  	
  
This	
  lesson	
  will	
  teach	
  students	
  about	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  a	
  beaver.	
  They	
  will	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  beaver’s	
  life	
  
cycle	
  and	
  habitat.	
  They	
  will	
  also	
  learn	
  songs	
  and	
  crafts	
  that	
  will	
  relate	
  to	
  the	
  beaver	
  and	
  its	
  way	
  
of	
  life.	
  	
  

NEH Landmarks of American History and Culture
“The Hudson River in the Nineteenth Century and the Modernization of America”
Workshop July 24-29 2011
Audrey Goldstein
Hoboken, NJ
For use at PS x195 in Bronx, New York
Kindergarten

3	
  

NEH Landmarks of American History and Culture
“The Hudson River in the Nineteenth Century and the Modernization of America”
Workshop July 24-29 2011
Audrey Goldstein
	
  

(Essential Question)Topic: Studying the Life of a Beaver Living Along the Hudson River
Motivation:
Read a fictional story The Adventures of Paddy the Beaver

about a beaver. Introduce beaver puppet.
Watch the “Beaver in the Beaver Pond” video. http://www.squidoo.com/beavers

Sing the beaver song: “I’m Proud to be a Beaver” from The Banana Slug String Band.

Chorus:
Chew, chew, chew, chew
That's what beavers do, we chew
Slap you tail, shout out loud
I'm proud to be a beaver

More Beaver Songs
Sing a Song of Beavers
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Beaver Song
Beaver Song
Oh, I'm a beaver
You're a beaver
We are beavers all
And when we get together
We give the beaver call.
nya nya x28
I'm Proud To Be A Beaver
Song Lyrics & Sound Clip
Listen to beaver sound tracks online.

http://www.junglewalk.com/popup.asp?type=a&AnimalAudioID=717

Objectives:
SWBT: Students will be able to research the life of a beaver including where do they live, what do they eat, how do they
move, what do they look like using non-fiction resource books.

SWBT: Students will be able to writing the information using sentences, capital letters, punctuation, sight words, draw a
cover, create a Table of Contents and create a Beaver Book.
SWBT: Students will be able to draw and label key words on each page and for the cover art.
SWBT: Students will be able to share their Beaver Books with the class.
SWBT: Students will be able to study geography of the Hudson River to learn where beavers live.

Materials:
Videos, photographs, on site visits to American Museum of Natural History , trip to The Bronx Zoo; ferry ride on the Hudson
River (Staten Island Ferry), a bus ride down the west side of Manhattan to view the length of part of the river. Books on
beavers, construction paper, markers, crayons, pencils, twigs and mud to build a dam, magazine photos, map of the Hudson
River, internet videos of beaver dam building, beaver sound tracks and videos online.
http://www.junglewalk.com/popup.asp?type=a&AnimalAudioID=717
http://www.junglewalk.com/sound/beaver-sounds.htm
See book links:
http://browse.barnesandnoble.com/browse/nav.asp?visgrp=children%27s&N=695601&Ne=695385+695592+695601
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Building Beavers
by Kathleen Martin-James

Beavers
by Elizabeth O'Sullivan

The Beaver's Lodge: Building with Leftovers
by Adam Reingold

It's a Baby Beaver!
by Kelly Doudna
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Wetland Animals: Beavers
by Margaret C. Hall , Gail Saunders-Smith (Editor)

Beavers and Their Homes
by Deborah C. Gibson , Kim Sonsky (Designed by)
Reading Standards for Literature:
RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RL.K. 4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
RL.K. 5 Recognize common types of texts
RL.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
RI.K.4 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
RI.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear
(e.g.,idea in the text an illustration depicts)
RF.K.3c Read common high-frequency words by sight
Writing Standards:
WS.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic
or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book
WS.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in whch they name
what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
WS.K.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects
WS.K.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
WS.K.11 Create and/or present an artwork or personal response to a particular theme studied in class, with support as needed.
Speaking and Listening Standards:
SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and
ansering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.
SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
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Previous Lessons:
Reading, drawing and writing about Fictional stories about animals and fairy tales. Identifying front cover, back cover, title
page, table of contents, pictures, illustrations, index, text in a book. Drawing, labeling and writing about favorite authors and
stories including key details of a text, using high frequency words. Field trip down the west side along the Hudson river. Stop
at the Hudson River Park. Go to Pier 40 at Houston Street (subway) and take a walk around the pier. See map:
http://www.hudsonriverpark.org/explore.html Draw a map of NYC labeling the rivers, landmarks. (Social Studies)
Take a Staten Island Ferry ride round-trip over the Hudson River. Draw a picture of the river, any animals observed.

Procedure:
Using a non-fiction big book about animals, teacher will model and review parts of a book to whole group. Students will pair
and share parts of non-fiction books, when prompted. (Use a checklist assessment.)
Next day, show videos of beavers living along the Hudson river. With prompting, discuss where they live, what they do, how
they move, what they eat. Draw and label in 4 square foldable paper each detail.
Day 3 Online Activity: Invite students to explore the mammals around the world with this virtual tour of
the Museum’s renowned dioramas (amnh.org/exhibitions/dioramas). The American Museum of Natural History. Focus: Look
for a beaver. Show online beaver house model.
http://images.library.amnh.org/photos/ptm/catalog/desc/64995/2
Gather materials outside and build a beaver house.
Day 4: Field trip to The American Museum of Natural History In the Hall of North American Mammals (First Floor)
Have students take a close look at the beaver, mountain lion, grizzly bear, brown bear, and caribou dioramas. Draw the beaver
in his habitat. Include details from above questions. Ask students what they observe about its habitat. From what they can see,
what helps the beaver live in this habitat? What do they think the animal eats,where do they live, how would they move and
why?
Beaver: Sharp front teeth allow beaver to eat the bark of trees and to cut down larger trees to build their dens.
Day 5-8: Research each day one question about the beaver. Label, draw and write key details each day.
What do they do? Build damns, swim, A common myth is that beavers use their tail to carry and pack mud between branches.
Instead, beavers carry mud by holding it against their chest.
See beaver facts. http://fohn.net/beaver-pictures-facts/
What do they eat? Where do they live? Beavers live in the water (streams, rivers, marshes, ponds, and shorelines.) in dens dug
into the side of a river bank and covered with mud, sticks, and rocks over the top.
What do they look like? Powerful jaws, flat tails, fur, sharp teeth
Day 9: Model writing a Table of Contents. Use rulers for straight lines ex. Where do they live……..page one
Day 10: Model the cover page “The Life of a Beaver” by _______
Day 11-12 Small group presentations and one person from each group shares to whole class their beaver book.
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Assessment:
At the end of this non-fiction research exploration of modeling, teacher will ask students to answer questions about the beaver
(what do they do, how do they move, what do they eat, where do they live.) Students will orally present their Beaver Tale
Books to the whole class and share opinions and key details about their drawings using key words and labeled illustrations,
punctuation and sentence structure.
Extensions:

SWBT: Students will be able to explain why trappers hunt for beavers (cause/effect.) Describe a sequence of events to
include the life of a beaver, being hunted and what happens to a beaver skin.
	
  
Hmwk:	
  Make	
  beaver	
  masks.	
  	
  http://familyfun.go.com/printables/printable-‐activity-‐cute-‐beaver-‐mask-‐702844/	
  	
  

	
  

